




Central Posavina 

The Central Sava River Basin – The 
Integritysphere of Lonjsko polje 

Nature Park 



Lonjsko Polje Nature Park 

A unique organically evolved landscape with a 
preserved medieval system of the common pasturing 
typical of the whole of Central Europe until the 2nd half 
of the 19th century 



Largest riperian hardwood forest 
ecosystem of the Western Palaearctic 



Lonjsko Polje Nature Park 

Tradition in managing sustainability in 
conditions of change and unpredictability 



The Military 
Froniter – The 

Borderland 
between 

Occident and 
Orient 



Adaptation to Flooding – A Cultural 
Keystone Process 





Lonjsko Polje Nature Park 

A national and international key facility in 
the flood control system of the Sava River 
Basin 



natural situation 

Planned (1972) 

Flood Control System 

Natural situation of 
flooded areas 
(estimated) 

 
•  205,000 ha (1 year) 
•  280,000 ha (50 year) 
•  292,000 ha (100 

year) 
 

Today: 35,100 ha detention areas 
+ natural retention areas (2009) 

55,950 ha 



“Start anywhere, just get started” 
Proactive conservation management 
upscaling wetlands to the basin level 
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Towards Integrated Management 

Iteration of 
 Stakeholder analysis 
 Establish appropriate structures 
 Learn appropriate techniques of 

integrated management 
 Learn the stakeholders’ language 
 Ensure the feed-back of information 
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The 12 Prinicples 
of Managing Sustainability in Conditions of Change 

and Unpredictability 
•  Modesty 
•  Diversity of 

motivation 
•  Plainness 
•  Versatility 
•  Robustness 
•  Congruity with the 

keystone processes 

•  Integritiy 
•  Dynamic authenticity 
•  Extensive dispersion 

in space 
•  Immanence 
•  Extensive cores 
•  Iteration 


