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Mediterranean specific features 

-  (Extreme) spatiotemporal rainfall and runoff patterns. 

-  Many streams are intermittent or ephemeral. 

-  Intensive use of water resources (mostly in agriculture). 

-  Significant hydromorphological alterations.  

-  Increasing water scarcity and drought risk exposure. 

-  Oversized infrastructures and increasing idle facilities.  

-  Significant opportunities to reduce water use or enhance water availability.  
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Trends in annual precipitation across Europe (1960 – 2012), EEA (2012) 
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Projected changes in annual (left) and summer (right) 
precipitation (%) between 1961 -1990 and 2071 – 
2100, EEA (2012) 
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Projected change in water availability for irrigation in 
the MED region by 2071 – 2100, EEA (2012) 
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Relative size of the projected future (2070–2099) to the current (1960–
1989) MCE (Mediterranean Climate Extent), IPCC (2007) 
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Overview of water stress in the Mediterranean basin, highlighting water 
exploitation as well as existing and planned desalination plants 
· GRID-Arendal (2013) 
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Location of the four delta systems with catchments and growth 
phases, Maselli & Trincardi (2013) 
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Some NWRM applications to be assessed in the NWRM 
Mediterranean Workshop in Madrid (Jan 28-29) 

u  MED NWRM applications from RESTORE LIFE+ project (Italy, France, etc.).  
u  River and floodplain restoration in Spain – natural water retention for 

combined outcomes (flood risk management, improved eco-hydrological 
connectivity and recovery of priority river habitats). 

u  Reforestation of the abandoned Asbestos Mine in the Amiantos Area, Cyprus. 
u  Post-fire water retention management in Olympia, Greece. 
u  Integrated characterization, requalification and monitoring of Mediterranean 

freshwater systems: the case of the Odelouca River, Portugal. 
u  Water retention capacity of agricultural soils in Pinios River Basin in Central 

Greece. 
u  Implementation and evaluation of the hydrological impact of green cover 

crops in olive orchards: a review of different experiences in Spain.   
u  Wetland systems for Combined Sewer Overflow on-site treatment in Italy and 

elsewhere in the MED. 
u  SUDS in Limassol, Cyprus. 
u  Órbigo river restoration (Spain) – finalist of the European River Prize 2013. 
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Source. ATLANTIS-SUDS 
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NYC Green Infrastructure Plan 2012 
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Thank you for attention! 


